
Titanium dioxide 
food ban explained
EXPLAINING THE FACTS BEHIND THE BAN
AND WHAT THIS MEANS FOR COSMETICS

Mineral UV filters

Food ban and food approvals

The trend for mineral-only sunscreen formulations
is on the rise, largely driven by the fact that titanium
dioxide and zinc oxide are the only two UV filters
classified as Generally Recognized as Safe and
Effective (GRASE) by the FDA. They are also both
globally approved at the highest UV filter levels of
any active, 25%. The FDA, along with the EU, says
that these UV filters largely do not penetrate the
skin, irrespective of size, and are safe for use for
dermally applied sunscreens. 

In the past few months both Canada, Australia and
New Zealand, have joined the UK in approving titanium
dioxide for food. But it has been banned in food in the
EU. The European food ban has taken much more
press attention, as negative stories always do,
unfortunately. For more information about the food
ban itself visit our website to read our blog.
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Titanium dioxide 
use in food

What does this mean for
cosmetics?

For Croda, titanium dioxide is a key ingredient
in our Solaveil range of UV filters for cosmetics
but it is also a key ingredient in food used to
whiten or brighten sauces, sandwich spreads,
sweets, pre-cooked pasta, and processed nut
products, amongst other things.  Known as
E171 pigmentary grade titanium dioxide has a
larger particle size than UV filter grades.

This ban in Europe is specifically about food
ingestion. Titanium dioxide is approved for use in
cosmetics. There are no concerns, even in Europe,
about dermal exposure. A new SCCS opinion is
being worked on by Croda and other
suppliers/users to cover oral and inhalation
exposure, and to ensure its continued safe use in
cosmetics in Europe. 
If you would like more information on this topic
please contact your sales rep who can put you in
touch with one of our regulatory experts.
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